
 

 

WAUPACA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes – May 7th, 2019 

Waupaca County Courthouse – Room LL43 
 

Chair McClone called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and gave the open meeting statement. 
 
Roll Call:  Chair Joe McClone, Vice-Chair Fred Zaug, and Supervisors Pete Bosquez and Kevin Will present.  
Also present:  Tom Mangert, Supervisor Bob Ellis, John Miller, Sharen Peterson, Ryan Brown, Mark Sether, 
and John Francis. Supervisor Jack Spierings was absent. 
 
Review and Approve Agenda:  Motion by Zaug, seconded by Will to approve the agenda. Motion carried 
without a negative vote. 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Motion by Will, seconded by Zaug to approve the April 2nd, 2019 
minutes. Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Public Comment/Correspondence:  McClone opened the meeting for public comment, the only requests to 
speak were in regards to agenda items.  McClone stated that he will allow them each to speak during those 
items.  There was no correspondence. 
 
Discussion on Formation of a Greenways Commission for Waupaca County:   
Ryan Brown, Planning and Zoning Department Head described what the Commission would be for, its general 
makeup, and what it is being modeled after.  There was discussion about how the Commission would work and 
what the goals of forming it would be.  It was requested that the Parks Committee designate someone to sit on 
the Commission as a member. 
 
Motion by Zaug, seconded by Will to appoint Bosquez to the Greenways Commission.  Motion carried without 
a negative vote. 
 
Boarding Dock for Dake Lake Landing:  Francis explained the background on the request to place a dock at 
the Dake Lake Landing and why in his opinion there was not room to place one.  He explained that the parcel 
the launch is located on is only about 17’ wide at the edge of the lake and that there is a 15’ wide concrete 
launch centered on it.  A dock added to the site would at minimum have to be 4’ wide but to meet ADA 
requirements, it would need to be 6’ wide.  This could cause issues for people trying to back into the water, 
especially for wider boats like pontoons.  There was a brief discussion then Chair McClone allowed each 
member of the public that wished to speak, 3 minutes to address the Committee. 
 
Tom Mangert stated that there has been a boat launch there for over 50 years and that lakeshore taxpayers 
should have a dock to use at the landing.  Requested two 8’ dock sections.  There is only room for 6 or 7 
trailers to park so there would not be much more use of the landing if there was a dock there.  He said there 
would not be problems with ice at the landing so a permanent dock could be placed.  He stated he will continue 
to push for a dock at the launch to make it more user friendly. 
 
John Miller – Town of Dayton Chairman, stated that there is not enough room for a dock there.  He said there 
has never been a dock there because it is not feasible.  He said there were other places to enter the Chain that 
have accessible docks and good landings if a person needed a boarding dock. 
 
Robert Ellis – County Board Supervisor and Chairman of the Lake Protection District, protested that the issue 
should not even be on the agenda.  He said it would be a stupid thing to do.  The dock would cost money, 
make the landing more difficult to use, and would cause poor relations with the neighboring property owners.  
He said he would be surprised if they did not sue the County if a dock were to be placed at the landing. 
 



 

 

McClone directed Francis to contact the neighboring property owners and set up meeting between them and 
the Park Committee as well as any other interested parties.  A decision one way or the other regarding placing 
a dock at the Dake Lake Landing will be made at the June Parks Committee meeting.  He also requested that 
Francis work with Zoning to determine if a dock placed at this landing would be required to meet the ADA 
standards and report back at the next meeting. 
 
Bosquez stated that he used to work the Boat Patrol for Waupaca County and was very familiar with the 
landings on the Chain.  He said that nobody besides Mr. Mangert has come forward to request a dock be 
placed there.  He also said that not every landing needed to be fully developed as there were other landings to 
use. 
 
There was some further discussion and it was decided that the issue would be addressed at the next meeting. 
 
Resolution No. 6 (2019-2020) Donation Acceptance – Hog/Sheep Barn Addition, Animal Pens and Other 
Equipment, Waupaca County Fairgrounds:  Francis explained that donations were raised by the group 
formed to get this project moving with funds handled by the Waupaca County Natural Resources Foundation to 
cover the cost of the needed equipment.  The resolution would allow the Parks Department to accept the 
donations to purchase the required equipment.  There was some discussion on the County’s donation policy 
and why this step was necessary. 
 
Motion by Zaug, seconded by Bosquez to approve Resolution No. 6 and pass it on to the Finance Committee 
and the County Board for approval.  Motion passed without a negative vote. 
 
Fairgrounds – Hog/Sheep Barn Extension – Project Update:  Francis gave a brief update on progress, 
stated that the builder should have the plans in to the State for review already with a hopeful start date in June.  
The Highway Department did the site preparations for this project recently so it is ready to go when the builder 
is.  They did a great job and were quick about it. 
 
Gill’s Landing – Update on Picnic Shelter and the Flood Zone:  Francis reported that he attended a recent 
Zoning meeting to discuss the issue with the Zoning Committee as they wanted to be updated on what has 
happened regarding this topic and where we were at now.  Bosquez reported that he had reached out to 
Representative Peterson regarding this issue.  Bosquez was contacted by a legal representative for Mr. 
Peterson stating that for the structures to be allowed the local Zoning enforcement would have to look the other 
way.  There is no legal way to get a variance for this structure.  Apparently some other Counties are not 
enforcing these rules in some situations.  The only way to do it properly is to get the Laws changed.  There 
was some discussion about this and why it would be bad policy to ignore the laws for one group and enforce it 
for others.  Ryan Brown talked about what changed when the rules were changed by the DNR a few years 
ago.  He also talked about how the FEMA Floodplain Rules would need to be changed in addition to the State 
laws.  He said the law was very clear and established regarding the “Gazebo Rule.”  There would need to be 
an exception for public property.  McClone stated that the Department should work on a long range plan for 
Gill’s Landing so that future changes can be managed and planned for better. 
 
Fairgrounds – Discuss Camping Options:  Francis talked about the plan to open this year and that we could 
do so without much expense to give it a test run and see what worked and what will need to change.  There 
was discussion about how it would work and when it should open.  The target open date was set for Memorial 
Day weekend (Saturday, May 25th).  Francis stated that he and his staff would do they best they could to make 
that happen. 
 
Camp Vic-To-Rae – Discussion on Purchase of Neighboring Parcels and Operations Plan:  Francis 
reported that there was no new information on the possible purchases of neighboring parcels.  He stated that 
the front gates were now open so the public can drive into the site and park at the parking lot.  The one lane 
road beyond the parking lot remains gated shut to avoid problems with two way traffic.  There was some 



 

 

discussion about how the property should be managed into the future and it was decided that the Park 
Committee should visit the site at the next meeting.   
 
Director Report:  Francis reported that Paul Roamer was hired to fill the vacant Parks Caretaker Position and 
had started May 6th.  The pulling track group was working to find materials for the track and were hoping to 
have something completed by Fair of this year.  Francis stated that storage removal had gone quite well this 
year.  He also reported on a large sink hole that developed next to the North abutment of the dam/bridge at 
Northland Park.  Parks staff was filling it today, but there was no obvious answer as to where all the material 
went.  They will monitor it closely to see if it happens again.  
 
Upcoming Meetings:    The next meeting is scheduled for 12:30 pm on Monday June 3rd, 2019.  The meeting 
will begin at the Courthouse then there will be a tour after to see some of the sites being discussed. 
 
Adjourn:  Motion was made by Bosquez, seconded by Zaug to adjourn.  Motion carried without a negative 
vote. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:10 a.m. 
        Submitted by, 
 
 
 
        John D. Francis 
        Parks and Solid Waste Director 


